UNICEF Statement 
World Malaria Day (25 April 2008).

New York: As a committed and active member of the Roll Back Malaria (RBM) Partnership, UNICEF welcomes the opportunity to join in celebrating World Malaria Day 2008. Malaria is a global problem, affecting child health and survival across the world. In Sub-Saharan Africa alone, it kills around 800,000 children every year. 
Greater awareness of the problem has contributed to a significant increase in resources that are now facilitating the rapid scaling-up of malaria intervention coverage. The 2007 joint UNICEF and RBM report: “Malaria and Children – Progress in Intervention coverage”, describes several positive developments. Long Lasting Net production has grown significantly, resulting in greater access to nets in endemic countries. UNICEF procurement has expanded, from around 7 million nets in 2004 to nearly 25 million in 2006, and around 17 million in 2007. Insecticide-treated net (ITN) usage in sub-Saharan African countries is accelerating. Sixteen of twenty countries with available data reported at least a three-fold increase in their use since around 2000. 
Coverage levels still fall short of global targets of 80%. However, the very recent timing of accelerated scale-up in many countries means that the most recent national surveys have not yet captured some of the impressive gains being made. For example, in Ethiopia, 18 million long-lasting insecticide treated nets have been distributed since the last national survey (in 2005); while in Kenya 10 million nets have been distributed since the last national survey (in 2003). 
Since 2003, most African countries have changed malaria treatment policy to WHO-recommended Artemisinin-based Combination Therapy (ACT). There has been a significant increase in global ACT production, from less than 4 million treatment doses in 2004 to over 100 million in 2006. Whilst use of ACTs currently remains low, we expect to see a resulting growth in coverage in the next round of surveys.

UNICEF notes that country successes in malaria prevention and control have largely been the result of increasing integration of distribution of insecticide-treated nets into the provision of comprehensive Maternal and Child Health services, such as antenatal care, child health days, routine immunization and integrated campaigns that include measles vaccination, vitamin A and de-worming. 
Further scale-up and integration of malaria prevention and control is required, alongside sustained financing, community involvement and leadership, and stronger global, regional and national partnerships. World Malaria Day provides an opportunity to focus on these needs. 
* *** *

Background:

UNICEF’s role in the global fight against malaria, and as a member of the RBM Partnership, includes:

· UNICEF is the world’s largest procurer of ITNs and also procures and delivers antimalarials for children and pregnant women. 

· UNICEF works to ensure that malaria control is an integral part of community-based health programs and is incorporated into other initiatives, such as immunization campaigns;

· UNICEF supports governments to develop malaria policies and programs that ensure access to malaria prevention and control interventions for vulnerable populations; 

· UNICEF supports communication programs to empower families and communities with knowledge on the importance of malaria prevention, recognition and treatment;
· UNICEF advocates that cost should not be a barrier to making ACTs and ITNs available to all young children and pregnant women.
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